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Advisory Council for 
Minority Enterprise 


The President’s Remarks to Members of the 
Council. October 13, 1969 


Mr. Secretary, and gentlemen: 

I wish to express my appreciation to this advisory com- 
mittee for taking the time to come to Washington to give 
us the benefit of your views and also to gather from us our 
views that you can take them back to the country. 

In a sense, you are ambassadors from the business com- 
munity to Washington, and I trust ambassadors from 
Washington to the business community. 

I read over the list of people that are attending this 
meeting. And, if you will look to the right of you and look 
to the left of you and look around this room, there is 
probably gathered here as much business power and 
examples of successes in private enterprise as you could 
find in any one room in America. 

This is a powerful group, a very powerful group in 
terms of what individuals have done to build their own 
businesses and thereby to contribute to the building of 
America. 

And what we want to do is to enlist this power, this 
creative power that all of you have, because I know the 
backgrounds of so many of you—how you started with 
very little and then built the business enterprises which 
have so much. 

We want that creative power enlisted in a very high 
risk enterprise. 

Now I am going to be quite blunt. You all know that 
any business is a risk. You all know that a small business 
is a much bigger risk. And it is certainly no secret that a 
minority small business is the biggest risk of all. This is the 
truth. These are what the figures show. 

But all of us know that the bigger the risk is, the bigger 
the potential gain is, whether it is in betting on a contest— 
the higher the odds, if you win, the greater the gain. 
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That is why in this whole field of minority business 
enterprise, much of which will begin small but can even- 
tually grow until it is big, you have such a challenge—a 
challenge that we want to work with you on. Because, 
while the risk is great, the risk of minority enterprise, for 
reasons that are no fault of the minorities, while the risk is 
great, the risk of small business, because small business does 
not have the capital that big business has, it doesn’t have 
the talent that big business has, nevertheless, it can be 
done. And it will be done provided we can add this extra 
ingredient of the talent and the ability that is represented 
in this room, not only by you, individually, but by all the 
people in your companies. 

Now, one other word: I know from looking around 
this room that I have seen many of you over the years who 
have been at meetings in Washington, D.C. You have 
come here for this committee, that committee, and the 
others and you hear a lot of fine speeches. Sometimes you 
go home charged up and other times you go home and say, 
‘Was this trip necessary?” or “Was this trip worthwhile?” 

I am keenly aware of that. And, I suppose, too, that 
at a meeting like this, the real question is “Was it neces- 
sary? Was the trip necessary? Was the meeting necessary?” 
And the question also is raised, ““Can we really come forth 
from this meeting with something new that will change 
America—change it for the better?” 

I believe we can. I spoke to this subject quite often 
long before I officially became a candidate for President 
and throughout the campaign. I spoke to the point that 
it was not enough simply to see that all people in this 
country had an equal opportunity to get a job—and that 
is an enterprise that many of you as businessmen have 
contributed to enormously—but that it was necessary for 
every individual in America to be able not only to get a 
job, but to have a chance to become an owner or a man- 
ager, to have a piece of the action in private enterprise in 
this country. 


And, frankly, there are a lot of people that are skeptical 
about that. There are a lot of people who believe that this 
is so long away in the future, it is so much of a dream, that 
the concentration should be almost exclusively on the area 
of jobs. 

I don’t think that is enough. We don’t want a minority 
that is a class apart simply as job holders. We want a group 
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of people who not only can be employees, but who can 
honestly feel that they have an equal chance to go up, to 
go up from that job, that employee status, to become an 
owner and a manager—as a matter of fact, to become 
what the people in this room are, people who are eminently 
successful. 

You know you wouldn’t have had the chance, those 
of you who came from small beginnings to the big busi- 
nesses that many of you represent, you wouldn’t have had 
it unless you had a helping hand along the way. 


What we are simply saying here today is, we need your 
help, the Government needs your help. A lot of people who 
won’t have that chance need your help in order to get 
this program moving and to provide opportunity for 
literally hundreds of thousands at the beginning, and we 
hope millions in the end, of Americans to proudly stand 
up and have the dignity that comes from not simply being 
part of an organization, being an employee, but from being 
an owner and a manager just as those in this room, for the 
most part, are. 

Finally, I want you to know that I feel very deeply 
that the trip that you have taken to Washington is worth- 
while; that as a result of the impetus you give to this pro- 
gram that we are going to find that there will be a new 
hope, a new hope in the minds and the hearts of hundreds 
of thousands of young people in this country who otherwise 
wouldn’t really think they had that chance—a chance 
that you have had, a chance that I have had. 

Now this is America at its best. It is something I believe 
in. It is something you believe in. It is something that your 
successes prove. And for that reason, I appreciate your 
taking the responsibility as members of this committee. It 
has my complete support and I know it will have yours. 

Together, working together, working with all elements 
in the Government and all elements in the business com- 
munity, we can take this very high risk enterprise and we 
can get one of the greatest gains that America has ever had. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:21 a.m., in the Indian Treaty 
Room at the Executive Office Building. 


“Vietnam Moratorium” 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
University Student Randy J. Dicks. 
October 13, 1969 


Dear Mr. Dicks: 

In reply to your comments about my press conference 
remark that “under no circumstances will I be affected 
whatever” by the demonstrations planned for October 15, 


I would suggest that there are several points you should 
bear in mind. 
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First, there is a clear distinction between public opinion 
and public demonstrations. To listen to public opinion is 
one thing; to be swayed by public demonstrations is 
another. A demonstration—in whatever cause—is an or- 
ganized expression of one particular set of opinions, which 
may or may not be shared by the majority of the people. 
If a President—any President—allowed his course to be set 
by those who demonstrate, he would betray the trust of all 
the rest. Whatever the issue, to allow government policy to 
be made in the streets would destroy the democratic 
process. It would give the decision, not to the majority, 
and not to those with the strongest arguments, but to those 
with the loudest voices. It would reduce statecraft to 
slogans. It would invite anarchy. It would allow every 
group to test its strength not at the ballot box but through 
confrontation in the streets. 

The planned demonstrations will tell us that a great 
many Americans are deeply concerned about the war; 
that some of these consider U.S. participation immoral ; 
that many want U.S. troops withdrawn immediately and 
unconditionally. But all of us in the Administration are 
already well aware of this sentiment. We are already well 
aware that it is widespread—indeed, that no matter how 
many people might participate, there would be many more 
who share their concern. 

Therefore, there is nothing new we can learn from the 
demonstrations. The question is whether, in the absence of 
any new evidence or any new arguments, we should be 
turned aside from a carefully considered course. The 
policies we are now following reflect our own best judg- 
ment, based on exhaustive study of all the available evi- 
dence, of how to achieve that goal. To abandon that policy 
merely because of a public demonstration would therefore 
be an act of gross irresponsibility on my part. 

One further point: I respect the right of each American 
to express his own opinion. I recognize that many feel a 
moral obligation to express their opinions in the most 
conspicuous way possible, and therefore consider such 
expression to be their responsibility. I respect that. How- 
ever, my responsibility is different. I must consider the 
consequences of each proposed course of action—short- 
term and long-term, domestic and world-wide, direct and 
indirect. Others can say of Vietnam, “Get out now;” when 
asked how, they can give the simple, flip answer: “By 
sea.” They can ignore the consequences. But as I consider 
those consequences, in both human and international 
terms, I can only conclude that history would rightly 
condemn a President who took such a course. 

One of the first acts of my Administration was to review, 
exhaustively and comprehensively, every aspect of the na- 
tion’s policies in Vietnam. We have drastically altered the 
policies we inherited. We are on the road to peace. 

That road is not easy. It is not simple. But I am con- 
vinced it is the right one. There is no problem to which 
I have given more of my time and thought. For nine 
months, we have worked every day for a just end to a 
conflict which has been building for more than eight years. 
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On October 15th, I understand, many will simply be 
saying: “I am for peace.” I ardently join with all Ameri- 
cans in working toward that goal. 

Sincerely, 

RicHarp NIxon 


[Mr. Randy J. Dicks, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 
20007] 


Dear Mr. President: 


I think that your statement at your recent press con- 
ference that “under no circumstances” will you be affected 
by the impending anti-war protests, in connection with the 
“Viet Nam Moratorium,” is ill-considered to say the least. 
It has been my impression that it is not unwise for the 
President of the United States to take note of the will of 
the people; after all, these people elected you, you are their 
President, and your office bears certain obligations. Might 
I respectfully suggest that the President reconsider his 
pre-judgment. 

Yours sincerely, 





Ranpy J. Dicks 


[The President, the White House, Washington, D.C.] 


Cherokee National Forest 


Executive Order 11488. October 13, 1969 


INCLUDING CERTAIN LANDS IN 
THE CHEROKEE NATIONAL FOREST 


WHEREAS, on July 24, 1969, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority and the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture entered into an agreement providing for the transfer 
by the said Authority to the said Department of the right 
of possession and all other right, title, and interest which 
the Authority might have in or to the tract of land in 
Carter County, Tennessee, therein designated and de- 
scribed, so that such tract might be included in and re- 
served as a part of the Cherokee National Forest, in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the said agree- 
ment and subject to the approval required by section 4(k) 
(c) of the Tennessee Valley Authority Act of 1933, as 
amended by the Act of July 18, 1941 (16 U.S.C. Section 
831c(k) (c)); and 

WuHerEAS, on the 20th day of September, 1969, the 
said agreement between the Tennessee Valley Authority 
and the United States Department of Agriculture was 
approved by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget 
pursuant to the provisions of section 4(k) (c) of the Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority Act of 1933, as amended, supra, 
and of section 1(14) of Executive Order No. 11230 of 
June 28, 1965; and 
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WHEREAS, it appears that such lands are suitable for 
national-forest purposes and that the inclusion of such 
lands in the Cherokee National Forest would be in the 
public interest : 


Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by section 24 of the Act of March 3, 1891, 26 Stat, 
1103, and the Act of June 4, 1897, 30 Stat. 34, 36 (16 
U.S.C. 471, 473), and as President of the United States, 
and upon the recommendation of the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, it is ordered that the following described tract of land 
be included in and reserved as part of the Cherokee Na- 
tional Forest, such inclusion and reservation to be in ac- 
cordance with and subject to all of the provisions and 
conditions of the said agreement of the 24th day of July, 
1969, between the Tennessee Valley Authority and the 
United States Department of Agriculture: 


Tract Number XTWIR-5 


A tract of land lying in the Eighteenth Civil District of Carter 
County, State of Tennessee, on the right side of the Watauga River, 
approximately 1,000 feet north of Wilbur Dam, and more particu- 
larly described as follows: 


Beginning at a metal marker (Coordinates: N. 733, 437; E. 
3, 139, 411) in the center line of a road and in the boundary of 
the land of the United States of America in the custody of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority at a corner to the land of Ralph B. 
Nave et ux. 

From the initial point with the line of the land in the custody 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 

N. 69°42’ E., 757 feet to a metal marker; 

N. 63°50’E., 636 feet to a metal marker; 

S. 21°59’ E., 622 feet toa metal marker; 

S. 59°04’ W., 503 feet to a metal marker; 
Leaving the line of the land in the custody of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, 

N. 76°19’ W., 72 feet to a metal marker in the center line of 

a road at a junction of roads; 

With the center line of a road approximately along a bearing and 
distance of N. 74°46’ W., 1049 feet to the point of beginning. The 
above described land contains 15.1 acres, more or less. 

The positions of corners and directions of lines are referred to 
the Tennessee Coordinate System. 


NOTE: The above described land is transferred subject to the 
following: 

1. Such rights as may be vested in the county and/or third 
parties to a right-of-way for a road. 

2. An easement reservation in favor of the United States of 
America and the Tennessee Valley Authority for an electric power 
transmission line right-of-way on, over, and across a strip of land 
100 feet wide, lying 50 feet on each side of the center line of an 
existing electric power transmission line owned and operated by 
the Authority and known as the Watauga Hydro-North Bristol 
Transmission Line, the center line of the strip being described 
as follows: Beginning at a point in the center line of the existing 
transmission line and in the northwest boundary of the above 
described land approximately 135 feet southwest of the most 
northerly property corner; thence with the center line of the 
existing transmission line approximately S. 22° W., 530 feet toa 
transmission line tower; thence approximately S. 23° E., 330 feet 
to a point in the boundary of the described land at or near the 
most southerly property corner. 


RicHARD NIxoN 
The White House 
October 13, 1969 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:33 p.my 
October 13, 1969] 
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Convention Between the United States 
and the Netherlands 


Message to the Senate Transmitting Convention for 
Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
October 13, 1969 


To the Senate of the United States: 


With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith the convention 
between the United States of America and the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands for the avoidance of double taxation 
and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes 
on estates and inheritances, signed at Washington on 
July 15, 1969, and the related protocol signed on the 
same date. 

I transmit also, for the information of the Senate, the 
report of the Secretary of State with respect to the conven- 
tion and protocol. 

The purposes of this convention are the same as those 
of the twelve other estate tax conventions now in force 
between the United States and other countries, namely, to 
minimize the burdens of double taxation at death and to 
prevent fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on estates and 
inheritances. In accomplishing these purposes, the conven- 
tion departs from the pattern of our existing estate tax 
conventions in order (a) to take into account problems 
which employees of international businesses assigned to 
foreign countries have encountered under previous con- 
ventions, (b) to follow the direction indicated by the For- 
eign Investors Tax Act of 1966 in assisting our balance 
of payments by minimizing deterrents to foreign invest- 
ment in the United States, and (c) to conform to the 
extent practicable with the provisions of the Draft Double 
Taxation Convention on Estates and Inheritances pub- 
lished in 1966 by the Organization for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development. 

The convention contains four principal innovations: 

1. The seven year domiciliary rule, whereby a decedent 
who is considered by each country as having been domi- 
ciled therein at death will generally be deemed to have 
been domiciled only in the country of which he was a 
citizen if he had been resident in the other country for less 
than seven years without the intent to remain there 
indefinitely. 

2. Asa corollary of the seven year domiciliary rule, the 
convention provides that if a citizen of one country was 
resident in the other country seven or more years, the 
country of citizenship grants a credit for the death taxes of 
the other country. In these cases, jurisdiction to tax real 
property and business assets will be retained by the country 
in which such property is situated, with the other country 
providing appropriate credits. 

. The convention exempts tangible and intangible per- 
sonal property (to the extent such property is not a busi- 
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ness asset of a permanent establishment) from taxation by 
either country if the decedent is neither a domiciliary nor 
a citizen of such country. This exemption complements on 
a bilateral basis the liberalized treatment afforded foreign 
investors in the United States by the Foreign Investors Tax 
Act of 1966, aids our balance of payments by removing 
deterrents to investments in the United States, and reduces 
estate tax formalities for Dutch investors in the United 
States. 

4. Under the convention, the Netherlands provides 
treatment analogous to the relatively liberal United States 
exemptions which the Federal estate tax law grants to 
estates of foreigners, by granting Americans who are not 
residents of the Netherlands (and who are taxable only on 
real estates and business assets situated in the Netherlands ) 
an exemption for small estates and an exemption which 
corresponds to our marital deduction. 

The related protocol, containing ten numbered para- 
graphs, sets forth understandings concerning certain mat- 
ters of interpretation and application of the convention. 

The convention and protocol have the approval of the 
Department of State and the Department of the Treasury. 
The Treasury will provide a detailed technical explanation 
of the convention at the time of the hearings before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

I recommend that the Senate give early and favorable 
consideration to the convention and protocol with the 
Netherlands. 

RicHarpD Nixon 
The White House 
October 13, 1969 


People-to-People Program 


The President’s Remarks at a Ceremony 
Commemorating the Establishment of the Program by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. October 14, 1969 


I would like to be permitted just a personal word as 
I stand here with Mrs. Eisenhower on this occasion of 
the General’s birthday. 

I think back to those days in this house when she, as 
the First Lady, presided with such dignity and such great 
credit to America and to the world. I think, too, of Gen- 
eral Eisenhower and particularly of those last days. Last 
days can be sad days, but I think Mrs. Eisenhower would 
agree that they were great days—great days because the 
General, to the very last, spoke of his family, spoke of his 
country, and spoke of those causes that were very, very 
close to his heart. 

I remember asking him shortly before he died, as he 
looked back over almost 60 years of public service, what 
he really rated the highest—and what a choice he had: 
commander of the armies that brought victory in World 
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War II against aggression that would have otherwise 
swept Europe and possibly the world; President of the 
United States in which he brought peace to the Nation 
and kept the peace for 8 years; and then a distinguished 
career after he left the Presidency, in which he continued 
to give leadership on the highest ideological plane to the 
people of this Nation and to the people of the world. 

It was interesting to note that the President often told 
me that among his activities that had not received as much 
publicity, of course, as the Crusade in Europe and the 
Presidency and the end of the war in Korea, was the 
People-to-People Program. 

Six times after I left the Vice Presidency and before I 
came to this House in January of this year, I took trips 
around the world. Mrs. Eisenhower remembered that 
before all six times I came to call on General Eisenhower, 
sometimes in California, and sometimes in Gettysburg, 
to get his advice about the affairs of the world and matters 
that I might discuss when I was abroad. He never failed 
to mention the fact that he had a tremendous interest in 
the People-to-People Program, in the Eisenhower Fellows, 
another program that I might see abroad. 

To show you the immense impact that one part of the 
whole People-to-People Program can have, I recall one 
country I visited on one trip. There were six members of 
a cabinet in that country who had been Eisenhower 
Fellows. They started as young people in the People-to- 
People Program and in a young country they moved up. 

I think that if General Eisenhower were to look back 
on those great years of his service to the Nation he would 
put very high on the list People-to-People, and he would 
urge all of his friends to support it, support it because it 
is truly one of those paths to peace that we must explore 
and that we must expand, expand it not only among 
peoples who are allies and friends but expand it between 
those areas of the world that potentially might be enemies 
but that should be friends, whose peoples certainly should 
be friends. 

That is why in this administration we strongly support 
not only the People-to-People Program as it presently 
exists, but we hope that it can be expanded more and 
more to an exchange between the United States and the 
Soviet Union, between the United States and other 
Eastern European countries, and, eventually, we would 
hope also between the United States and that great 
potential power of people that exists in Mainland China. 

All of these things are our goals and all of these things 
will happen. They will happen in our time. 

I would like to add just one other word with regard to 
the conversation with the General that I am sure Mrs. 
Eisenhower has often recalled because he has spoken to 
me as well as to others in these terms. 

He had a very friendly smile. When General Eisen- 
hower walked into a room, he just lit it up when he 
smiled. We all remember that. 

But beneath that friendly smile all of us who knew 
him know that there was a very hard intelligence which 
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knew the costs of war and also knew the costs of main. 
taining peace. 

Because he knew that balance, because he knew what 
war was and, knowing what it was, hated it so much, 
he was able to provide leadership that ended a war and 
kept the peace. 

That, of course, is the responsibility we have today. 

But this is what I particularly remember that he said. 
In his last days, particularly, he talked about history—the 
history of this Nation, the history of the world. And as 
he talked about history, he made what I thought was a 
very simple but a very profound comment about the 
United States of America in this century. 

He said, “The debate in the United States of America 
in this century has never been about whether we should 
have war. The debate in the United States of America 
has always been about how we can achieve peace.” Putting 
it more simply, “The debate,” as he put it, “was never 
between people who wanted war and those who wanted 
peace, it was always between Americans deeply devoted 
to keeping the peace, maintaining the peace.” 

Yet, we have had four wars in this century. 

And he responded to a question as to how he could 
justify the fact that that was an historical occurrence with 
his statement that “Americans were always debating about 
peace rather than war.” He said, “In World War I, 
President Wilson said it was a war to end wars. We went 
to Europe for the cause of peace. In World War II, 
President Roosevelt said the American frontier is on the 
Rhine and we went to Europe because we wanted peace 
and we knew that it was necessary to stop aggression if 
we were to have peace. In the Korean War, the question 
was not any desire on the part of the United States to 
wage war but to defend the cause of peace, the right to 
exist of a nation that was living in peace and whose 
identity and existence was threatened by those who were 
bent on war.” 

And so it is also in Vietnam. There is debate about 
this war. But let us understand that the debate is not 
about any desire of the American people for war. The 
debate is about peace—how to achieve it, how best to 
achieve it. 

Honest men and honest women can disagree about 
those means, but let the world understand: The American 
people want peace. We believe in peace. We have fought 
our wars in this century because we wanted peace. And 
we want to bring the war in Vietnam to an end in a way 
that will promote not a temporary but a lasting peace. 

I think I have spoken or paraphrased what General 


Eisenhower said to many visitors in those last days before 
he died. 


Finally, may I say that with regard to the People-to- 
People Program, sometimes I suppose those little things 
you do—receiving a foreign student, spending some time 
with some individual who may come in from a foreign 
country—seems rather inconsequential when you weigh 
it against the great decisions that have to be made in the 
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Congress or in the State Department or in the White 
House. 

But looking far down that road, down that road to 
the end of this century when, I am confident, we will 
have a world of peace, we must remember those young 
people you talk to today from foreign lands will be the 
leaders of those lands tomorrow. And the fact that they 
have been here, the fact that they know from visiting our 
homes and our offices that Americans are a people dedi- 
cated to peace, this fact will make them leaders in the 
cause of peace just as the American people, I know in 
the future, will always be dedicated to the cause of peace. 

Thank you. 
note: The President spoke at 11:16 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 

Prior to his remarks, the President presented Eisenhower People- 
to-People awards to Ambassador George V. Allen, Chairman of 
the People-to-People Board of Trustees; Dr. Frank H. Krusen, 
Chairman of the People-to-People Committee for the Handicapped ; 
and to Apollo 11 Commander Neil A. Armstrong. Commander 
Armstrong was on a good will tour with his fellow Apollo 11 
astronauts. His award was accepted by Willis H. Shapley, Associate 


Deputy Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. 


Federal Pay Raise Bill 


The President’s Letter to Representative Gerald R. Ford, 
Minority Leader of the House of Representatives, 
Concerning House Resolution 13000. 

October 14, 1969 


Dear Jerry: 

I must frankly advise that our critically important 
national effort to contain inflation is bound to be seriously 
undercut if the federal employee pay bill now before the 
House were to become law. 

In its present form H.R. 13000 would add approx- 
imately $4.3 billion a year to federal expenditures. It 
would balloon expenditures in the remainder of this fiscal 
year by $1.5 billion. 

Spending increases of this magnitude cannot avoid 
nullifying many of the steps we have recently taken to 
stabilize the economy. 

Less than three months ago, the Congress reflected the 
nation’s determination to control inflation by imposing 
an expenditure ceiling on the current fiscal year. I gave a 
commitment at that time to restrict expenditures for this 
fiscal year to $192.9 billion. In keeping with this limitation 
I am cutting federal expenditures for this year by an 
additional $3.5 billion. But if H.R. 13000 should become 
law, additional deep cuts in federal services would have 
to be made. 

The increase which the Post Office Department alone 
must absorb, for example, would require cut-backs in a 
Variety of services. They would include the elimination 
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of Saturday deliveries and window service for rural, city 
and suburban areas alike. 

Since our total expenditures must be limited, a new 
round of heavy pay increases for federal employees would 
be in effect a mandate to reduce, abruptly, the number 
of federal employees. 

The national interest clearly requires reconsideration 
of H.R. 13000 because of its inflationary impact. Further- 
more, it would grant disproportionate benefits to postal 
employees. These increases should be reexamined in light 
of another major legislative proposal now before Congress. 
Improvements in the condition of the postal worker are 
long overdue, but they ought to be secured through total 
reform of the present outmoded, inefficient and costly 
postal system. 

The postal reform I have urged provides for the setting 
of wage levels for postal employees through collective 
bargaining. Any major increase in postal worker benefits 
should be secured through this process, or as part of legis- 
lation establishing a government-owned postal corporation 
which will have the means of operating, ultimately, on a 
self-sustaining basis. 

I solicit your personal leadership in urging the House 
to recognize that, however appealing H.R. 13000 may 
appear politically at this moment, the consequences of 
its enactment would surely generate strong resentments 
throughout the public far outweighing presently antici- 
pated political gains. 


Cleaner Air Week 


Statement by the President. October 14, 1969 


With the growth of our cities, the expansion of industry, 
and the increasing use of automobiles, the problem of air 
pollution becomes more critical each year. It is not only 
in our large urban areas that polluted air damages prop- 
erty and endangers health. Its impact is felt in many 
smaller agricultural and recreational areas where it dam- 
ages farm crops, timber, and plants of all kinds. 

To deal effectively with the threat of polluted air to 
our environment and lives, we must first apply the fullness 
of existing control technology to the sources of pollution. 
And second, we must seek new solutions to those technical 
difficulties which still stand in the way of adequate control. 

In the Clean Air Act, we have a mechanism to translate 
our scientific and technical knowledge into responsible 
social and political action. Under this act, both govern- 
ment and business have an unprecedented opportunity 
to cooperate in the fight against air pollution for the benefit 
of all Americans. 

However, no legislation can accomplish its expressed 
purpose without the fullest support of the people. Cleaner 
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‘Air Week serves to remind individual citizens of the 
responsibilities they must meet if we are to decontaminate 
the air we breathe. I commend the Air Pollution Control 
Association on its sponsorship of this annual call for a 
stronger civic commitment to purifying our air and pro- 
longing our lives. 


NOTE: Cleaner Air Week will be observed October 19-25, 1969. 


President’s Committee on 
Mental Retardation 


Announcement of Reappointment of One Member and 
Appointment of Six New Members. October 14, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to re- 
appoint Dr. Robert A. Aldrich to the President’s Com- 
mittee on Mental Retardation, and to appoint six new 
members to the Committee. The terms of Dr. Aldrich 
and six other members appointed in 1966 expired May 11, 
1969. Dr. Aldrich is from Seattle, Wash. 


The new appointments include the following: 


Dr. Witt1AM Howimes Borpers, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga., specialty 
practice, college physician, Morris Brown College. Dr. Borders 
will replace Robert E. Cooke whose term has expired. 

Davin Ecuots, of Chicago, IIl., senior vice president and manager, 
Fuller, Smith and Ross, Inc. Mr. Echols will replace Barry 
Bingham whose term has expired. 

MariANNA Beacu, of Kansas, vice president, Kansas Association 
for Mental Health. She will replace Mathilde Krim whose 
term has expired. 

Mrs. Peter Ora, of Franklin, N.J., member of the Sussex County 
and New Jersey State Committee for Mental Retardation. She 
will replace Muriel Humphrey whose term has expired. 

Davin K. Upatt, of Mesa, Ariz., attorney at law, Udall, Shumway 
and Blackhurst. He will replace Leonard W. Mayo whose 
term has expired. 

Louise R. RavEneEL, of Charleston, S.C., member, Board of Direc- 
tors of the South Carolina Association for Retarded Children. 
She will replace Dr. Robert B. Kugel whose term has expired. 


All have been appointed to 3-year terms. 


The appointments bring to 24, the statutory limit, the 
number of members of the Committee. The Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare is a member of the Com- 
mittee and serves as Chairman. Also included as members 
are the Secretary of Labor and the Director of the Office 
of Economic Opportunity. Members of the Committee, 
not employed by the Federal Government, receive $86.00 
per day, when actually employed. 

The President’s Committee on Mental Retardation was 
created by Executive order, May 11, 1966, to assist and 
advise the President on the subject of mental retardation. 
The Executive Director of the Committee is David B. 
Ray, Jr. 
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Agreement Between the United States 
and Canada 


The President’s Message to the Senate Seeking Its 
Approval of the Agreement Concerning Adjustments in 
Flood Control Payments. October 14, 1969 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the approval of the Senate, 
I transmit herewith the texts of two notes, signed at Wash- 
ington and dated August 18 and 20, 1969, constituting 
an agreement between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of Canada con- 
cerning adjustments in the flood control payments by the 
United States Government to the Canadian Government 
as a result of early completion of projects (Arrow Dam 
and Duncan Dam) contemplated by Article II(2) (b) 
and (c) of the Columbia River Treaty. 

It is provided in the agreement that it will enter into 
force upon notification by the United States Government 
to the Canadian Government that all internal measures 
necessary to give effect to the agreement for the United 
States have been completed. 

Pursuant to the treaty relating to cooperative develop- 
ment of the water resources of the Columbia River basin 
signed at Washington on January 17, 1961, Canada con- 
structed the Duncan Dam and the Arrow Dam in British 
Columbia. The treaty provides that the United States 
shall pay to Canada specified sums with respect to each 
of the dams for the flood control benefits. The sums 
specified were based on a period of 55 years of flood 
control benefits, and it was expected that the projects 
would be completed subsequent to the spring of 1969. 
The dams actually commenced operation well in advance 
of the expected dates, so that the United States has re- 
ceived additional benefits for two years in the case of 
Duncan Dam and one year in the case of Arrow Dam. 

The treaty provides that the United States would pay 
less if full operation of the storage were not commenced 
within the time specified, but does not provide for addi- 
tional payments if such operation were commenced 
prior to the time specified. By an exchange of notes dated 
January 22, 1964, prior to the entry into force of the 
treaty, the two Governments agreed to consult with a view 
to adjustments in the payments if there should be an early 
completion of the dams. The agreement transmitted here- 
with has resulted from such consultation. It provides for 
a payment to Canada of a total of $278,000 for the 
additional flood control benefits resulting from early 
completion of Duncan Dam and Arrow Dam. 

The treaty of 1961 does not without modification pro- 
vide a basis for authorizing the additional payments. It 
is desirable, therefore, that in effect the treaty provisions 
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be modified so that there may be an adequate legal basis 
for an authorization for appropriations. The notes of 
August 18 and 20, 1969 have been exchanged for this 
purpose, ie 

I also transmit for the information of the Senate a 
report by the Secretary of State relating to the agreement 
effected by that exchange of notes. 

I urge that the Senate give early and favorable con- 
sideration to the agreement concerning adjustments in the 
flood control payments by the United States Government 
to the Canadian Government. 

RicHarp Nixon 
The White House 
October 14, 1969 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 3d Squadron, I1th 
Amored Cavalry Regiment, United States 
Army. October 14, 1969 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation (Army) to the 3d Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, United States Army, for extraordinary 
heroism in action against hostile forces from 12 March 
to 1 April 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The citation follows: 

“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, I have today awarded 


THe PresmeNTIAL Unir Crration (Army) 
FOR ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
3p SguapRoN, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT 
Unirep States ARMY 
AND Irs ATTACHED AND SupporTING UNITs: 
Ist PLatoon, Arr CavALry Troop, 11TH ARMORED 
CavaLry REGIMENT 
2np PLaToon, 919TH ENGINEER COMPANY 
TacticaL Ar Controt Party, 19TH Tacticat Ar 
Support SQUADRON 


The 3d Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
and its attached and supporting units distinguished them- 
selves by extraordinary heroism in actions against hostile 
forces in the Republic of Vietnam from 12 March 1968 
to 1 April 1968. During this period the 3d Squadron con- 
ducted continuous offensive operations in the vicinity of 
Duc Hoa, Hau Nghia Province, as part of the South 
Vietnamese counter-offensive QUYET THANG, “Re- 
solved to Win.” In conjunction with elements of the 25th 
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Division, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, the squadron 
systematically located and decisively defeated enemy forces 
that were threatening the security of Saigon. The 
3d Squadron fought seven major battles, each of which 
was the result of highly aggressive offensive actions that 
culminated in fierce close combat with local Viet Cong 
battalions and elements of the 165th and 272d North 
Vietnamese Army Regiments. Although in each battle 
the 3d Squadron was numerically outnumbered by the 
enemy, superior tactics and the effective and relentless 
use of direct and supporting fires as well as the daring 
application of maneuver resulted in the successive defeat 
of each enemy force encountered. In the 20 days of hard 
fighting the enemy suffered four hundred seventy-three 
casualties, and seventeen prisoners and numerous weapons 
were captured. The great losses suffered by the enemy 
forces seriously damaged their ability to continue offensive 
operations of any nature, causing them to withdraw from 
the critical Hau Nghia Province around Saigon. Through- 
out the entirety of the operations, the officers and troops 
of the 3d Squadron demonstrated repeated acts of indi- 
vidual heroism and collective determination to close with 
and destroy the enemy. The gallantry and esprit de corps 
of the 3d Squadron and its attached and supporting units 
in close combat against numerically superior enemy forces 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit on themselves, the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, the United States Air Force 
and the United States Army.” 


Letter From Premier Pham Van Dong 


News Conference of Vice President Spiro T. Agnew 
Concerning the North Vietnamese Premier’s Letter to 
the American People. October 14, 1969 


Tue Vice PreswentT. Ladies and gentlemen: 
We have received what I think is an incredible mes- 


sage addressed to the American people through Hanoi 
Radio. 


I want to read you a couple of excerpts from this letter 
of Pham Van Dong. 


“The Vietnamese and world people fully approve and 
enthusiastically acclaim your just struggle. We are firmly 
confident that with the solidarity and bravery of the peo- 
ples of our two countries, and with the approval and sup- 
port of peace-loving people in the world, the struggle of 
the Vietnamese people and the U.S. progressive people 
against U.S. aggression will certainly be crowned with 
total victory. May your fall offensive succeed splendidly.” 
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Now, this message from a Communist regime in North 
Vietnam is a shocking intrusion into the affairs of the 
American people by an enemy power. It reflects a gross 
lack of understanding on the part of a dictatorial regime 
of the meaning of free expression and open dissent in a 
free country. 

The leaders and sponsors of tomorrow’s moratorium, 
public officials, and others leading these demonstrations, 
should openly repudiate the support of the totalitarian 
government which has on its hands the blood of 40,000 
Americans. 

I will take any questions you might want to ask. 

Q. How did we get this letter? 

Tue Vice Presment. This letter was received through 
Hanoi Radio. 

Q. Was it monitored? 

Tue Vick Present. It was monitored, that is right. 

Q. To whom was the letter addressed, again, Mr. Vice 
President? 

THE Vice Preswent. It was released in Paris. 

The letter was addressed to the American people and 
signed by Premier Pham Van Dong. 

Q. Mr. Vice President, are you saying that because 
Hanoi has endorsed this that the persons participating in 
the moratorium should not participate? 

Tue Vice Presment. No, I am not saying that at all. 
What I am saying is that the leaders and organizers of 
the moratorium, with cognizance of this letter, should dis- 
associate themselves with the objectives of the Communist 
regime of North Vietnam, because the North Vietnamese 
Government is obviously misunderstanding the American 
people. 

Q. Are you saying, Mr. Vice President, or how would 
you put it, what does this do to all the people who are 
participating tomorrow? Does it distort what they are try- 
ing to do or do you feel that they are part of his plan or 
what? 

Tue Vick Preswent. Well, I think the letter has a 
significant effect on the march itself, and it is certainly 
up to the leaders of the march and the United States 
Senators and other public officials who are supporting it 
to give weight to the letter and attention to it in deciding 
what the effect of the march will be with the letter in 
existence. 

I certainly feel it is at the very least incumbent upon 
them to disassociate themselves with the aims of this North 
Vietnamese Government, a government which obviously 
believes that the American people are demonstrating in its 
own support. 

Q. Mr. Agnew, have they, in your opinion, associated 
themselves with the leaders in Hanoi? 

Tue Vice Preswent. I would doubt that they have, 
in their own minds, but the point remains that in the 
minds of Hanoi they are associated with Hanoi. 

Q. Is this just giving Hanoi the credit for having co- 
operated in bringing this about, then, if you disassociate? 

Tue Vice Preswent. I wouldn’t say that, no. I think 
that the Communist government is attempting to make 
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it appear that the American people are demonstrating in 
support of the objectives of the Hanoi government. 

I don’t think this is what most of the people who may 
involve themselves in these marches really intend to do, 
But I think that since this letter is now a matter of public 
record, it becomes absolutely imperative on the part of 
the American people who are going to demonstrate to 
make certain that people understand the reasons for the 
demonstrations. 


Q. Mr. Vice President, does the administration feel 
that demonstrations such as the one tomorrow are delay- 
ing the chances for a negotiated settlement? 

Tue Vice Presment. No, the administration has al- 
ways felt that people have the right to demonstrate and 
express their wishes in a peaceful manner within the con- 
stitutional protections of this country. 

Q. If some foreign power, some foreign government, 
then, Mr. Vice President, chooses to interfere, if Ameri- 
cans have the right to dissent, where is the responsibility 
of the Americans in this picture? 

Tue Vice Presment. I don’t know whether that ques- 
tion can be answered. Perhaps you would like to rephase 
it. I am not sure I understood it. 


Q. What I am asking is, do you hold the leaders of 
the demonstrations and the moratorium responsible for 
what the Premier of North Vietnam has said? 


Tue Vice Preswent. I think that the leaders of the 
demonstrations are chargeable with the knowledge of this 
communication and responsible to the extent that they 
must make perfectly clear what these demonstrations are 
for. One of the real fears that arises {com the demonstra- 
tions is the fact that the real purposes of many people, 
who simply want to express an unremitting desire for 
peace in the world, which we all share and the President 
shares more than anyone that I know, may be misunder- 
stood as having really voiced an expression of support 
for an enemy power. 

Q. How should they do that, Mr. Vice President, make 
clear what the purposes of the demonstrations are? 

Tue Vice Presment. I think that is up to them. They 
organized the demonstration. Let them figure out how to 
explain it. 

Q. Are you suggesting that those who are demonstrat- 
ing tomorrow without disassociating themselves from the 
Hanoi statement are actually serving the enemy purpose? 

Tue Vice Preswent. No, I am suggesting that the 
leaders of the demonstrations and the public officials who 
are involved, those who are chargeable with a superior 
knowledge and certainly a higher degree of intent and 
tactical, or you might even say strategical, knowledge of 
what goes on, are chargeable if they don’t accurately de- 
fine what they are doing. 

Q. Mr. Vice President, the Communists have made 
similar statements about war protests before. Why has this 
one been singled out as something that the Government 
here would comment on? 
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Tue Vick PresweEnr. This is the first time I have seen 
the Communists send a letter to the American people try- 
ing to enlist their support against our own Government. 

Q. Mr. Agnew, how would you feel if the leaders of 
this movement simply ignored the Communist statement, 
asyou did not choose to do? 

Tue Vice Preswent. I think it would bring their ob- 
jectives into severe question. 

Q. Mr. Vice President, do you view this development, 
this letter from Hanoi, as confirmation of what the admin- 
istration spokesmen have been warning against in their 
statements addressed to the various Senators and 
Congressmen? 

Tue Vice Preswent. I don’t know what all of the 
administration spokesmen have said, but I think that the 
dangers in the mounting of a demonstration whose objec- 
tives have been not completely and accurately and de- 
finitively enunciated certainly is reflected in the confusion 
that this type of communication can create. 

Q. Mr. Vice President, do you view this letter as a for- 
tunate opportunity to discredit the moratorium? 

Tue Vice Preswent. No, I view this letter as a great 
opportunity to demonstrate to the leaders of the “Vietnam 
Moratorium” that there are constructions to be placed on 
the actions of the moratorium, unless they are forthcom- 
ing enough to completely, cogently define exactly what 
they are trying to do in the demonstration. 

Q. Does this administration have any contact, com- 
munications, with the leaders of the moratorium? 

Tue Vice Presment. I have no personal contact with 
the leaders of the moratorium, I am not in a position to 
judge whether anyone else in the administration does or 
not. I have no knowledge of any such contact. 

Q. Is this, then, the means of communicating with the 
moratorium leaders? 

Tue Vick Preswent. My objective is to communicate 
with the American people. 

Q. Mr. Vice President, do you feel that the purposes 
of the United States would best be served if they would 
call it off, perhaps? 

Tue Vice Preswent. That is not a judgment that I 
think I should make. If they sufficiently enunciate the 
purposes of their demonstration, and if they repudiate the 
support of an enemy power, which I think unquestionably 
they should do—by “they” I mean the leaders of the 
demonstration and the public officials involved—there 
may be no need to suspend the demonstration. 

Q. What public officials are you talking about? Would 
you name a few for us? 

Tue Vice Presment. The ones that have spoken out 
publicly on the floor of the Senate. I am not going to 
attempt to name them. 

Q. Are you talking about Senator Kennedy, Senator 
McGovern, or Senator Brooke? 

_ Tue Vice Present. It is a matter of public record 
in the press who has spoken out in sympathy with the 
demonstrations and indicated that they will support them. 
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Q. Mr. Vice President, let us take the bull by the horns. 
Isn’t seizing upon this letter a last-minute attempt to 
dampen down the moratorium by the administration? 

Tue Vice Presment. Absolutely not. We didn’t send 
the letter. The letter was sent by a foreign power seeking 
to divide the people of the United States. 

I would feel remiss in my duty as Vice President, and 
I am sure the President would feel remiss in his duty, if 
he didn’t make the contents of this letter known with our 
reaction to it. 

Q. Mr. Agnew, how does this differ from the usual 
propaganda efforts that are not unknown, such as this 
Government’s offering to rebuild North Vietnam, et 
cetera? 

Tue Vice Preswent. This Government has never 
addressed a communication to the citizens of an enemy 
power suggesting that they rebel against their own gov- 
ernment. 

Q. Have we not dropped leaflets from airplanes during 
time of war? 

Tue Vice Preswent. This is not a leaflet dropped 
from an airplane. 

Q. You say they are chargeable with what? 

Tue Vice Present. Who is “they”? 

Q. The leaders of the demonstration, if they do not 
repudiate? 

Tue Vice Preswent. The leaders are chargeable with 
the contents of this message and with the knowledge of 
how it will be construed, should they not completely and 
accurately enunciate their aims. 

I think they are also chargeable with an obligation to 
repudiate the support of an enemy power responsible for 
the blood of 40,000 Americans. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. 


NOTE: The Vice President spoke at 4:32 p.m. in the Roosevelt 
Room at the White House. 


Task Force on Economic Growth 


Announcement of Establishment and Membership. 
October 15, 1969 


The President today announced the establishment of 
another in the present series of task forces to assist the 
administration with ideas and recommendations for 1970 
and beyond. Neil Jacoby, professor of business and eco- 
nomic policy at the University of California at Los An- 
geles, will be Chairman of the Task Force on Economic 
Growth. The task force will aim to formulate and rec- 
ommend major public policies that are conducive to long- 
run, stable, economic growth and maximum employment. 

The members of the Task Force on Economic Growth 
are: 

Nem Jacosy, Chairman, professor of business and economic policy, 
University of California at Los Angeles, Los Angeles, Calif. 








1422 


Moses ABRAMOviITzZ, professor of economics, Stanford University, 
Stanford, Calif. 

ATHERTON Bgan, chairman of the executive committee, Interna- 
tional Milling Company, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Henry T. Bopman, chairman of the board, National Bank of 
Detroit, Detroit, Mich. 

Emitio G. CoLiapo, executive vice president, Standard Oil Com- 
pany of New Jersey, New York, N.Y. 

Epwarp F. Denison, senior fellow, The Brookings Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 


NATHAN GOoLDFINGER, director, department of research, AFL-CIO, 
Washington, D.C. 

ALAN GREENSPAN, chairman of the board, Townsend-Greenspan 
& Company, Inc., New York, N.Y. 

Wa ter E. HoaDtey, executive vice president, Bank of America, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Joun W. KeEnprick, professor of economics, George Washington 
University; senior staff member, National Bureau of Economic 
Research, Washington, D.C. 

Lee W. Minton, international president, Glass Bottle Blowers 
Association of the United States and Canada, AFL-CIO, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ext SHapiro, Sylvan Coleman Professor of Financial Management, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Lynn TownsEnp, chairman of the board, Chrysler Corporation, 
Detroit, Mich. 


Task Force on Problems of the Physically 
Handicapped 


Announcement of Establishment and Membership. 
October 15, 1969 


The President today announced the establishment of 
another in the present series of task forces to assist the 
administration with ideas and recommendations for 1970 
and beyond, Ralph E. De Forest, director of the depart- 
ment of postgraduate programs of the American Medical 
Association, will be Chairman of the Task Force on 
Problems of the Physically Handicapped. The task force 
will review what the public and private sectors are now 
doing for handicapped Americans, and make recommen- 
dations as to how best to achieve maximum help for the 
affected individual. Besides evaluating the effectiveness of 
present assistance programs for the handicapped, the task 
force will consider how community awareness and actions 
might be increased in the interest of the handicapped. 


The members of the Task Force on Problems of the 
Physically Handicapped are: 


Rap E. De Forest, M.D., Chairman, director, department of 
postgraduate programs, American Medical Association, 
Chicago, Ill. 

W. Scott ALLAN, assistant vice president, Liberty Mutual Insur- 
ance Companies, Boston, Mass. 

Rosert L. Bennett, M.D., medical director, Georgia Warm 
Springs Foundation, Warm Springs, Ga. 

LawreENCE W. Bincer, director of personnel services, Minnesota 
Mining and Manufacturing Co., St. Paul, Minn. 

Hampar KE tKian, M.D., senior attending orthopedic surgeon, 
Chicago Wesley Memorial Hospital, Chicago, III. 

Joun W. ME cuer, director, Bureau for Handicapped Children, 
State of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. 
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Mrs. Genevieve H. ScHIFFMACHER, assistant commissioner, De. 
partment of Labor and Industries, Commonwealth of Massa. 
chusetts, Boston, Mass. 

ALFRED SLicER, director, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
State of Illinois, Springfield, Ill. ; 

LAWRENCE SMEDLEY, assistant director, AFL-CIO Department of 
Social Security, Washington, D.C. 

WituiaM A. Spencer, M.D., chairman, department of rehabilita. 
tion, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Tex. 

S. Danret Sterner, M.D., medical director, General Motors 
Corporation, Detroit, Mich. 

Mrs. Spencer Tracy, president, board of directors, John Tracy 
Clinic, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Henry Viscarp1, Jr., president, Human Resources Center, Albert- 
son, Long Island, N.Y. 


National Family Health Week 


Proclamation 3941. October 16, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

The American medical profession has made remark- 
able progress in the advancement of health. Constant 
expansion of medical knowledge, development of new, 
more and better hospitals and health facilities, growth 
of programs to assure access to health services to people 
who might otherwise lack them—all have combined to 
keep us moving toward the goal of higher standards for 
all our people. 

Life expectancy has been increasing. Infant mortality 
rates have been declining slowly, as have maternal mor- 
tality rates. One after another, contagious diseases have 
been conquered. 

But these overall gains cannot mask the critically 
serious problems that remain. Heart disease, cancer, and 
stroke account for two-thirds of all deaths in the United 
States. Too many mothers and young babies do not re- 
ceive life-saving care. Thousands of Americans are not 
able to work because of chronic disabling diseases that 
might have been prevented. Many Americans are still 
without adequate health care. Efforts to improve health 
services must be and will be intensified. 

Amid all of the large scale advances and the remaining 
problems, the family physician continues to perform a 
unique service to the Nation in helping to guard health 
and prevent disease. His dedication and skill are the 
foundation of good medical care. His work embraces 
the broad spectrum of medical science—from personal 
health to family planning to emotional well-being. 

To focus national attention on the accomplishments 
of the American health care system and the central role 
of the family physician in maintaining superior medical 
services and improving the health of Americans of all 
ages and in all walks of life, the Congress, by Senate Joint 
Resolution 46, has requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation designating the week of November 16 to 22, 
1969, as National Family Health Week. 
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Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week 
beginning November 16, 1969, as National Family Health 
Week. I call upon the people of the United States, the 
medical and health professions, and other interested orga- 
nizations and groups to observe that week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

In Wirness WueErEOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this sixteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-fourth. 

RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:24 p.m., 
October 16, 1969] 


Medal of Honor 


Text of Citations of Posthumous Awards to 

Specialist Five Edgar L. McWethy, Jr., 

Specialist Four Carmel B. Harvey, Jr., and 

Specialist Four Dale E. Wayrynen, United States Army. 
October 16, 1969 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded 
in the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor post- 
humously to 


SPECIALIST Frve Epcar L. McWertuy, Jr. 
Unitep States ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
isk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 


Serving as a medical aidman with Company B, Ist 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), 
in Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 21 June 
1967, Specialist McWethy accompanied his platoon to 
the site of a downed helicopter. Shortly after the platoon 
established a defensive perimeter around the aircraft, a 
large enemy force attacked the position from three sides 
with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire and 
grenades. The platoon leader and his radio operator were 
wounded almost immediately, and Specialist McWethy 
rushed across the fire swept area to their assistance. Al- 
though he could not help the mortally wounded radio 
operator, Specialist McWethy’s timely first aid enabled 
the platoon leader to retain command during this critical 
period. Hearing a call for aid, Specialist McWethy started 
across the open toward the injured men, but was wounded 
in the head and knocked to the ground. He regained his 
feet and continued on but was hit again, this time in the 
leg. Struggling onward despite his wounds, he gained the 
side of his comrades and treated their injuries. Observ- 
ing another fallen rifleman lying in an exposed position 
raked by enemy fire, Specialist McWethy moved toward 
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him without hesitation. Although the enemy fire wounded 
him a third time, Specialist McWethy reached his fallen 
companion. Though weakened and in extreme pain, 
Specialist McWethy gave the wounded man artificial 
respiration but suffered a fourth and fatal wound. 
Through his indomitable courage, complete disregard for 
his own safety, and demonstrated concern for his fellow 
soldiers, Specialist McWethy inspired the members of 
his platoon and contributed in great measure to their 
successful defense of the position and the ultimate rout 
of the enemy force. Specialist McWethy’s profound sense 
of duty, bravery, and his willingness to accept extraor- 
dinary risks in order to help the men of his unit are 
characteristic of the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself and the 
United States Army. 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor post- 
humously to 


SPECIALIST Four CarMet B. Harvey, Jr. 
Unrrep States ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 


Specialist Harvey distinguished himself as a fire team 
leader with Company B, Ist Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile), during combat operations 
in Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam, on 21 June 
1967. Ordered to secure a downed helicopter, his platoon 
established a defensive perimeter around the aircraft, but 
shortly thereafter a large enemy force attacked the position 
from three sides. Specialist Harvey and two members of his 
squad were in a position directly in the path of the enemy 
onslaught, and their location received the brunt of the 
fire from an enemy machine gun. In short order, both of 
his companions were wounded, but Specialist Harvey cov- 
ered this loss by increasing his deliberate rifle fire at the 
foe. The enemy machine gun seemed to concentrate on 
him and the bullets struck the ground all around his po- 
sition. One round hit and armed a grenade attached to 
his belt. Quickly, he tried to remove the grenade but was 
unsuccessful. Realizing the danger to his comrades if he 
remained and despite the hail of enemy fire, he jumped to 
his feet, shouted a challenge at the enemy, and raced 
toward the deadly machine gun. He nearly reached the 
enemy position when the grenade on his belt exploded, 
mortally wounding Specialist Harvey, and stunning the en- 
emy machine gun crew. His final act caused a pause in the 
enemy fire, and the two wounded men were moved from 
the danger area. Specialist Harvey’s dedication to duty, 
high sense of responsibility, and heroic actions inspired the 
others in his platoon to decisively beat back the enemy 
attack. His acts are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United States Army. 
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The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor post- 
humously to 


SPECIALIST Four DALE E. WAyRYNEN 
UnitTep STATES ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Specialist Wayrynen distinguished himself with Com- 
pany B, 2d Battalion, 502d Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st 
Airborne Division, during combat operations on 18 May 
1967 near Duc Pho, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. His platoon was assisting in the night evacuation 
of the wounded from an earlier enemy contact when the 
lead man of the unit met face to face with a Viet Cong 
soldier. The American’s shouted warning also alerted the 
enemy who immediately swept the area with automatic 
weapons fire from a strongly built bunker close to the 
trail and threw hand grenades from another nearby 
fortified position. Almost immediately, the lead man was 
wounded and knocked from his feet. Specialist Wayrynen, 
the second man in the formation, leaped beyond his fallen 
comrade to kill another enemy soldier who appeared on 
the trail, and he dragged his injured companion back to 
where the point squad had taken cover. Suddenly, a live 
enemy grenade landed in the center of the tightly grouped 
men. Specialist Wayrynen, quickly assessing the danger 
to the entire squad as well as to his platoon leader who 
was nearby, shouted a warning, pushed one soldier out 
of the way, and threw himself on the grenade at the 
moment it exploded. He was mortally wounded. His deep 
and abiding concern for his fellow soldiers was signifi- 
cantly reflected in his supreme and courageous act that 
preserved the lives of his comrades. Specialist Wayrynen’s 
heroic actions are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the service, and they reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United States Army. 
NOTE: The President presented the awards posthumously to mem- 


bers of the families in a private ceremony in his office at the White 
House, Thursday morning, October 16, 1969. 
The citations were not issued in the form of a White House press 


release. As printed above they follow the text made available by the 
White House Press Office. 


Task Force on Prisoner 
Rehabilitation 


Announcement of Establishment and Membership. 
October 16, 1969 


The President today announced the formation of a 
Task Force on Prisoner Rehabilitation to assist the ad- 
ministration with ideas for 1970 and beyond. The Chair- 
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man will be John Marshall Briley, senior vice president of 
Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation, Toledo, Ohio, 
The task force will review problems faced by ex-offenders 
in order to determine how to help them to better achieve 
a lastingly productive and rewarding return to society, 

The members of the Task Force on Prisoner Rehabilita- 
tion are: 


Joun Marsuatt Britey, Chairman, senior vice president, Owens- 
Corning Fiberglas Corp., Toledo, Ohio 

VirciniA SCHROEDER BuRNHAM, president, Connecticut Manufac- 
turing Co., Waterbury, Conn. 
Sot CHANELEs, president, Urban Resources, Inc., New York, N.Y. 
Ricuarp C. Dotron, contracts administrator, McDonnell Douglas 
Associates Co., western division, Huntington Beach, Calif. 
Emory F. Hopces, chief, psychiatric department, Alexandria Hos- 
pital, Alexandria, Va. 

Rosert J. KuTak, attorney, Kutak, Rock & Campbell, Omaha, Nebr. 

Ricuarp McGez, president, Institute for Study of Crime and De- 
linquency, Sacramento, Calif. 

Kart A. MENNINGER, chairman of the board, Menninger Founda- 
tion, Topeka, Kans. 

Norvat Morais, director, Center for Studies in Criminal Justice, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IIl. 

Leo Pertts, director, department of community services, AFL-CIO, 
Washington, D.C. 

LAwRENCE Pierce, chairman, New York State Narcotic Addiction 
Control Commission, Albany, N.Y. 

RAMON VELEz, executive director, Hunts Point Multi-Service Center 
Corp., Bronx, N.Y. 

CuHarLes WriGHT, judge, Family Court Division, Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, Philadelphia County, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Joun Craccett DanrortH, attorney general, State of Missouri, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 


Office of Economic Opportunity 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Wesley L. Hjornevik as Deputy Director. 
October 16, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Wesley L. Hjornevik of Dickinson, Tex., to be Dep- 
uty Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity. He 
will succeed Bertrand M. Harding who has resigned. 

Hjornevik, 43, is currently Associate Director of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration at the 
Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston, Tex. 


He was graduated from North Dakota State University 
in 1949. Following graduation, he went to work for the 
Federal Government as a budget examiner and budget 
and program analyst. In 1957 he became Assistant to the 
Under Secretary in the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. He joined the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration in 1958 as Assistant to the Admin- 
istrator and then became Deputy Director of Business Ad- 
ministration in 1959. From 1961 to 1968 he served as 
Director of Administration for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, Manned Spacecraft Center in 
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Houston, Tex. He assumed his current position in Janu- 
ary, 1968. 
Hjornevik is married and has 5 children. 


Federal Reserve System 


Statement by the President Upon Announcing His 
Intention To Nominate Arthur F. Burns To Bea 
Member of the Board of Governors Replacing 
William McChesney Martin, Jr., as Chairman. 
October 17, 1969 


A President makes many important appointments dur- 
ing his term in office, but few are as important as the 
nomination I am announcing today, For the Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
has an exceptionally significant influence upon the eco- 
nomic policies of the Government and the economic 
health of the Nation. 

The term of the present Chairman, William McChesney 
Martin, Jr., will expire on January 31, 1970; the law 
stipulates that a member cannot be reappointed to the 
Board after serving the standard 14-year term. It is my 
judgment that the vacancy which will therefore occur 
on the Board at the end of next January should be filled 
by Dr. Arthur F. Burns. I will submit Dr. Burns’ name 
to the Senate in the near future. When he is confirmed as 
a member of the Board, I will then designate him as 
Chairman—a designation which the President must make 
every 4 years. 

Chairman Martin has headed the Federal Reserve 
Board with great distinction for more than 18 years, since 
April of 1951. During that time the Nation has had five 
Presidents, seven Secretaries of the Treasury, and seven 
Chairmen of the Council of Economic Advisers. It is 
difficult to think of any economic policymaker in this 
country, since the time of Alexander Hamilton, whose 
influence has been as considerable as Chairman Martin’s 
over such an extended period of time. 

As Chairman Martin’s term of office comes to an end, 
a grateful nation salutes him for the energy, the dedica- 
tion, and the skill with which he has performed his im- 
portant work. His tenure has coincided with an era of 
unsurpassed prosperity and economic growth. 

The Nation is fortunate that a man of Dr. Burns’ 
ability and experience stands ready to take on the Chair- 
manship of the Federal Reserve Board. One of the 
Nation’s outstanding economic scholars, Dr. Burns has 
been a frequent adviser to the Federal Government on a 
broad range of economic and social questions. He per- 
formed distinguished service as Chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers during the Eisenhower administra- 
tion and headed the National Bureau of Economic 
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Research for many years. I have found him to be an 
invaluable adviser in his position as Counsellor to the 
President since last January. 

Although Chairman Martin’s term will extend for more 
than 3 additional months, I am announcing Dr. Burns’ 
nomination at this time for two reasons. First, it will make 
possible a smooth and orderly transition as the responsi- 
bilities of the Chairmanship change hands for the first 
time in 18 years. Secondly, I believe that it will be helpful 
if the identity of the new Chairman is not a subject of 
widespread speculation during the intervening months. 

Dr. Burns has been known for many years as a strong 
and effective leader in the fight against both inflation and 
recession. I know that under his leadership, the Federal 
Reserve Board will continue to work effectively for a 
stable and prosperous economy. 


NOTE: For the announcement of Dr. Burns’ nomination as a member 


of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, see the 
following item. 


Federal Reserve System 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Arthur 

F. Burns as a Member of the Board of Governors 
Replacing William McChesney Martin, Jr., as Chairman. 
October 17, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Arthur F. Burns, of New York City, to be a member 
of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
The President also announced his intention, following 
confirmation by the Senate, to designate Dr. Burns as 
Chairman of the Board. He will replace William 
McChesney Martin, Jr., whose term will expire 
January 31, 1970. Martin has served on the Board since 
1951. 


Burns, 65, has been serving as Counsellor to the Presi- 
dent since January 23, 1969. He was graduated from 
Columbia University in 1925 and received both his A.M. 
and Ph. D. from Columbia. 

Burns was an instructor in economics at Rutgers Uni- 
versity from 1927 until 1930. He remained at Rutgers 
while teaching part time at Columbia University begin- 
ning in 1941. In 1944, Burns became a full-time Professor 
on the faculty at Columbia. In 1959 he became the 
John Bates Clark Professor of Economics, an endowed 
chair, at Columbia. 


Concurrent to his career in education, he has been a 
member of the National Bureau of Economic Research, 
beginning as a research associate in 1930. He became 
president of the National Bureau in 1957 and chairman 
in 1967. 
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Burns has also had a wide range of Government service. 
He was Chairman of the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers from 1953 until 1956; Chairman of the Advisory 
Board on Economic Growth and Stability, 1953 until 
1956; Chairman of the Cabinet Committee on Small 
Business in 1956; a member of the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Labor-Management Policy from 1961 to 
1966 and has also served on the advisory boards and 
councils of various other governmental departments and 
agencies. 

He is the author of several books, including: “Economic 
Research and the Keynesian Thinking of Our Times,” 
in 1946; “Frontiers of Economic Knowledge,” in 1954; 
“Prosperity Without Inflation,” in 1957; and “The Man- 
agement of Prosperity,” in 1966. 

Burns is married to the former Helen Bernstein and 
they have two children. 


NOTE: For the statement by the President upon announcing his 
intention to nominate Dr. Burns as a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, see the preceding item. 


United States Ambassador to 
Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Lewis 
Hoffacker of the District of Columbia. 
October 17, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Lewis Hoffacker, of the District of Columbia, to 
serve as United States Ambassador to the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea. The President had, on October 1, 
announced his intention to name Hoffacker to be 
Ambassador to Cameroon where he will succeed 
Ambassador Robert L. Payton, who resigned last June. 
In Equatorial Guinea he will succeed Ambassador Albert 
W. Sherer, Jr., who is and will continue as Ambassador to 
Togo. 

A career Foreign Service officer, Mr. Hoffacker has 
served since 1967 as Deputy Chief of Mission, Algiers. 

Hoffacker, 46, was graduated from George Washington 
University in 1948 and received his masters degree from 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in 1949. From 
1943-46, he was a lieutenant in the U.S. Army. 
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Hoffacker came to the Department of State in 1949 as 
Assistant Greek Desk Officer. Subsequent home assign- 
ments have included: Assistant Desk Officer (Egyptian- 
Sudan Affairs), Bureau of Near Eastern and South Asia 
Affairs (1955-58) ; and Deputy Executive Secretary and 
Director, Operations Center, The Executive Secretariat 
(1964-65). 

Among his overseas posts have been: Tehran (1951- 
53); Istanbul (1953-55); Paris (1958-60) ; Elizabeth- 
ville (1961-62); detailed to the Congo (1964); and 
Principal Officer, Algiers (1965-67). 

Mr. Hoffacker is married to the former Constance 
Alling, and they have two children. 


Task Force on Urban Renewal 


Announcement of Establishment and Membership. 


October 17, 1969 


The President today announced the establishment of 
a Task Force on Urban Renewal. The task force, another 
in the series to make recommendations for 1970 and 
beyond, will be chaired by Miles L. Colean, a consulting 
economist in Washington, D.C. The task force will 
examine the current status of the Federal urban renewal 
program, evaluate the results of its operations to date, 
and make recommendations concerning the future direc- 
tion of the program. 


The members of the Task Force on Urban Renewal 
are: 


Mites L. CoLean, Chairman, consulting economist, Washington, 
D.C. 

Seymour BAskIN, president, Urban Properties, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

MaryjoriE M. Lawson, attorney, Lawson, Lawson, Nesbitt & Taylor, 
Washington, D.C. 

Murray J. Marvin, director, corporate planning and public rela- 
tions, North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co., Durham, 
N.C. 

Ernest H. Miter, president, State Finance Co., Salem, Oreg. 

Ricuarp F. Mutx, professor of economics, Washington University, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Cuarke C. StayMan, vice president, First National Bank of Chicago, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Grorce S. Tot.ey, professor of economics, University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Il. 

Dempsey J. Travis, president, Sivart Mortgage Co., Chicago, IIl. 

Rocer C. Wivxins, president, Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford, 
Conn. 

ARCHIBALD M. Wooprurr, chancellor, University of Hartford, 
Hartford, Conn. 
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THE RISING COST OF LIVING 


The President’s Address to the Nation. October 17, 1969 


Good afternoon, my fellow Americans: 

Today I would like to share my thoughts with you about a problem 
that worries millions of Americans—high prices that just keep getting 
higher. 

All across this land, hard working men and women look at pay- 
checks that say they have had a raise. But they wonder why those bigger 
checks just don’t buy any more than their lower paychecks bought 4 
years ago. 

All across this land, men and women in their retirement, who de- 
pend on insurance and on social security and on their life savings, look 
at their monthly checks and wonder why they just can’t seem to make 
ends meet anymore. 

And all across this land, housewives wonder why they have to pay 
66 cents a pound, and in some areas much more, for hamburger that cost 53 
cents 4 years ago; people who are ill want to know why in those 4 years 
the cost of one day in a hospital has gone from $27 to $48; children who 
pay a nickel for a candy bar want to know why that bar is only half as 
big as it used to be. 

When it comes to rising prices, it seems to most people that there is 
no end in sight. Many Americans are upset and many are even angry 
about this, and they have a right to be, because the ever-rising cost of 
food and clothing and rent robs them of their savings, cheats them of 
the vacations and those necessary extras that they thought they had been 
working for. 

Now, why does everything cost so much? And what can we do to 
hold down the upward climb of prices? 

For 5 long years, you have heard politicians and economists de- 
nouncing “the high cost of living.” Back in 1966 and 67, when prices 
rose by 3 percent a year, everyone said how bad that was; and then in 
1968, when prices speeded up by 4 percent, everyone agreed something 
ought to be done; and now, when momentum has carried the rise to 
nearly 6 percent, the same heads are shaking. 

You might begin to wonder: If a rising cost of living has so many 
enemies, why has it been allowed to grow so fast? For years, in political 
speeches, the high cost of living has been as safe to denounce as the man- 
eating shark; but after the speeches were over, nobody seemed to do 
anything about it. 

Now, there was a very simple reason why your cost of living got 
out of hand: The blame for the spiral of wages and prices falls funda- 
mentally on the past policies of your government. 

The Federal Government spent a lot more than it raised in taxes. 
Some of that spending was on the war in Vietnam, some of the spend- 
ing was on new social programs, but the total spending was very heavy. 

Now we are paying for all that red ink—not only in higher taxes, 
but in higher prices for everything you buy. To put it bluntly, the fre- 
quent failure to balance the Federal budget over the past 5 years has 
been the primary cause for unbalancing the family budgets of millions 
of Americans. 
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So today I want to tell you what we have been doing to make it 
easier for you to balance your family budget. I want you to know what 
results we are beginning to see, to understand the meaning of the news 
about the economy you will be reading in the coming months. And fi- 
nally, I want to suggest what the American people—what you—can do 
together to hold down the cost of living. 

When this administration took office 9 months ago, we decided 
that we were going to stop talking about higher prices and we were go- 
ing to start doing something about them. We knew that some sophisti- 
cated investors could make out fairly well in a time of skyrocketing 
prices, but that the average family bore the brunt of the high cost of 
living, and the family on a fixed income was being driven right up the 
wall. 

And so, to meet the real needs of most Americans, we began a steady 
effort to take the upward pressure off your cost of living. 

Of course, there was a faster way available to bring prices down— 
many people suggested that we slam on the brakes hard and fast, and 
bring about a recession. But that kind of shock treatment is harsh and 
unnecessary—we want to level things off, not shake them up and down. 

Step by step we took those measures necessary to get our Nation’s 
house in order. 

Step one was to cut Federal spending, which more than anything 
else was pushing your prices up. We cut proposed Federal spending by 
more than $7 billion. We have taken it out of defense, we are cutting 
back on construction, we are squeezing it out of many other depart- 
mental budgets. 

Now, we have been selective in these cuts, recognizing urgent na- 
tional and social needs, but hardly anything has escaped some reduction. 
One area that was not cut, and I am sure you will agree with this de- 
cision, was the Department of Justice, which has fallen far behind in 
the war against crime—a war we are determined to win. 

Next, working with the Congress, we proposed to phase out the 
tax surcharge over the course of a year. We could not afford to let the 
surtax lapse in the middle of 1969, because that would have driven up 
the prices you pay for everything. 

And, also, we have supported our central banking system in its policy 
of keeping money hard to borrow. When too much money is borrowed, 
this money is simply used to bid prices up higher. 

Now, let’s face it: Holding down Government spending and hold- 
ing up the tax rate, and making it harder for people to get credit, is 
not the kind of policy that makes friends for people in politics. We have 
asked the American people to take some bitter medicine. We believe 
that the American people are mature enough to understand the need 
for it. 

Well, here we are, 9 months later, and I can report to you that the 
medicine has begun to work. There will be no overnight cure, but we are 
on the road to recovery from the disease of runaway prices. 

Let me be careful not to mislead anyone: Prices are still going up. 
They may continue to do so for a while—a 5 year momentum is not easy 
to stop. But now prices are no longer increasing faster and faster. The 
increases not only have slackened but the rates of increase are actually 
down. Without shock treatment, we are curing the causes of the rising 
cost of living. 
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For some time to come, you will be reading about how some busi- 
ness is not doing very well. Sales may be sluggish in department stores; 
new housing, which this Nation needs, has declined; the production of 
our industry has edged down for the first time in a year. 

Ordinarily, this is bad news. But today, these declines are evidence 
that our policy of curbing the rising cost of living is beginning to take 
hold. 

We must be realistic; as we gently, but firmly, apply the brakes, 
we are going to experience some “slowing pains.” Just like growing pains, 
these are a healthy development—but they are painful, nevertheless. 

My point very simply is this: We have undertaken a policy that 
is slowing down the rise in prices. Unfortunately, some industries and 
some individuals will feel this necessary adjustment more directly than 
others, But difficult though it may be, and unpopular though it may 
become when the water gets a bit choppier, by curbing inflation we do 
what is best for all the American people. 

Just as we must be realistic, we must be compassionate; we must 
keep a close watch on the rate of unemployment. Now, there are some 
who say that a high rate of unemployment can’t be avoided. 

I don’t agree. In our leveling-off process, we intend to do everything 
we can to resist increases in unemployment, to help train and place 
workers in new jobs, to cushion the effects of readjustment. 

For example, we have overhauled and modernized our job training 
programs. We have proposed reforms extending unemployment insur- 
ance to millions not now covered, with higher benefits paid over longer 
periods to those in the system. We have proposed a computer job bank 
to match workers with hundreds of thousands of vacant jobs, which 
exist all over this country. 

The Nation must dedicate itself to the ideal of helping every man 
who is looking for a job to find a job. Today, about 96 percent of the 
work force is employed. We want it to be more. But we cannot effec- 
tively and fairly make it more by ignoring the widespread hardship that 
a runaway cost of living imposes on so many Americans. 

Now that we have begun to detect the signs of success in slowing 
down, what can you expect your Government to do next? 

First, let me tell you what we are not going to do. 

We are not going to change our game plan at the end of the first 
quarter of the game, particularly at a time that we feel that we are 
ahead. We are not going to turn away from treating basic causes to 
start treating symptoms alone. 

In other words, we are not considering wage or price controls. My 
own first job in Government was with the old Office of Price Administra- 
tion at the beginning of World War II. And from personal experience, 
let me just say this: Wage and price controls are bad for business, bad 
for the workingman, and bad for the consumer. Rationing, black mar- 
kets, regimentation—that is the wrong road for America, and I will not 
take the Nation down that road. 

Nor are we considering putting the Government into the business 
of telling the workingman how much he should charge for his services 
or how much the businessman should charge for his goods. Those are 
called “guidelines.” They collapsed back in 1966 because they failed to 
get to the root of the problem. 

What we are going to do is based on total realism. 
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This weekend, I am sending a letter to a cross-section of leaders 
in labor and business across America calling their attention to the latest 
facts of economic life. 

I am asking them to take a hard look at what government has done 
in these 9 months—not just our words but our deeds. And I am asking 
them to make their own future plans on the basis of working and selling 
in a country that is not fooling about slowing down the rise in the cost 
of living. 

Instead of relying on our jawbone, we have put some backbone in 
government’s determination to hold the line for the consumer. We are 
going to continue to exercise that backbone in the face of criticism by a 
lot of powerful special interests. You can rely on that. And, most im- 
portant, you can make your plans on the basis that price rises are going 
to be slowed down. 

As workingmen and businessmen get that message—as they see 
that government is willing to live up to its responsibilities for doing what 
is needed to hold down prices—we can expect to see a new responsibility 
in the decisions of labor and management. By responding to the changed 
conditions, they will be following their self-interest and helping the na- 
tional interest as well. 

Today, I have laid out our strategy to take the pressure off the 
prices you pay. There is a good reason for spelling out the strategy right 
now, at the beginning of a turning point in the struggle. 

You see, there is a secret weapon that we intend to use in the battle 
against rising prices. That secret weapon is the confidence of the Ameri- 
can people. 

In recent years, that confidence in our ability to slow down the 
upward spiral has been missing. More and more, a paralyzing fatalism 
has crept into our view of prices. Too many of us have made the mistake 
of accepting ever-higher prices as inevitable and, as a result, we have 
planned on higher and higher prices. And what we expected—we got. 

Only our secret weapon of American confidence in ourselves will 
get us out of that vicious circle. 

More than a generation ago, in the depths of the depression, an 
American President told you—over this medium of radio—that the only 
thing we had to fear was fear itself. 

Today, in a prosperity endangered by a speedup of prices, the only 
thing we have to fear is fatalism—that destructive habit of shrugging 
our shoulders and resigning ourselves to a hopeless future on a wage- 
price treadmill. 

I say to my fellow Americans today: The runaway cost of living 
is not a cross we are obliged to bear. It can be brought under control. 
It is being slowed by firm and steady action that deals with its root 
causes. 

And as you plan for your own future on the assumption that the rise 
in prices will indeed slow down, you will be bringing our secret weapon 
into play. Your confidence in the strength of our economy, your confi- 
dence in the determination of America to win this battle—that is what 
will turn the tide. 

On that note of confidence, let me issue this call: 

I call upon the Congress to extend the surtax at half rate, 5 percent, 
from January 1 to June 30 of next year. Also I call upon the Congress, 
when it passes tax reform legislation, which I have recommended, which 
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is greatly needed, that it do so in a way that we not have a net tax 
reduction of a size that will help push up prices that the consumer has 
to pay. 

I call upon Americans to urge their Congressmen to pass those 
measures of manpower training and unemployment insurance that I 
have proposed—measures that would help make it easier for people to 
adjust to change. 

And I call for your support in our policy of holding down Federal 
spending so that we are able to continue setting an example with a re- 
sponsible budget for the next year, fiscal 1971. 

I call upon the American people to urge their State and local gov- 
ernments to cooperate in postponing spending that can appropriately 
be delayed. 

I call upon labor’s leadership and labor’s rank and file to base their 
wage demands on the new prospect of a return toward price stability. 

I call upon businessmen to base their investment and price decisions 
on that new economic climate, keeping in mind it is in their private 
interest to be realistic in their planning and to help build a strong 
economy. 

I call upon all Americans to bear the burden of restraint in their 
personal credit and purchasing decisions, so as to reduce the pressures 
that help drive prices out of sight. 

I am convinced that Americans will answer this call. 

I am convinced that a new confidence will be felt in this country 
when we match the strength of our resources with the strength of our 
resolution. 

The dollar you earn should be worth a dollar. The dollar you save 
should stay worth a dollar. This is no impossible dream—this is some- 
thing you are entitled to. 

The cost of living affects the quality of life. Together we are going 
to improve the quality of life—and together, we are going to succeed 
in slowing down the rise in your cost of living. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in his office at the White House. His address 
was broadcast on radio. 


For the President’s letter to business and labor leaders on the rising cost of living, 
see the following item. 





The Rising Cost of Living Four great forces make up the free market: govern- 

ment, business, labor and the consumer. A government 
that tolerated huge budget deficits could not fairly heap 
the blame for the ravages of inflation onto any of the 
other market forces. It was past government policy that 
caused our present inflation. 

That is why I have refused to look for a scapegoat 
amid the genuine national concern about the rising cost 
of living. 

That is why I have insisted government put its own 

The danger of inflation is real; the cure requires some economic house in order before enlisting other forces in 
unpleasant medicine, patience on the part of all and the fight against inflation. \ 

‘elf-discipline by the government, business and labor. Hard decisions had to be made to extend the surtax; 
This Administration is determined to control inflation _ to slash Federal spending by more than seven billion dol- 
without imposing controls upon the economy. lars a year; to drastically curtail construction commit- 


The President’s Letter to Business and Labor Leaders. 
October 18, 1969 


_ In view of the growing concern about the rising cost of 
living, I would like to share with you at some length my 
thoughts about what is being done and what we must do 
to curb inflation. 
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ments by the Federal government; to place a strong budget 
surplus in tandem with a restrictive monetary policy. Eco- 
nomic policy needed backbone rather than jawbone, and 
backbone is exactly what our record shows. 

We have taken the unpopular road to earn back gov- 
ernment’s credibility in fiscal affairs, and by our actions 
we have shown that we mean what we say about cooling 
inflation. 

Because of this record, everyone should realize that 
government will continue to do whatever is necessary in 
the future to curb the rising cost of living. 

Because government’s house is now in order, we can 
turn to business and labor to remind them that inflation is 
everybody’s problem and fighting inflation is everybody’s 
business. 

It is in the interest of private business to consider pricing 
policies in the light of government’s determination to 
check inflation. The business that commits errors in pricing 
on the up side, expecting to be bailed out by inflation, is 
going to find itself in a poor competitive position. Betting 
on ever-higher prices is a sure way of losing. 

It is in the interest of every union leader and working- 
man to avoid wage demands that will reduce the purchas- 
ing power of his dollar and reduce the number of job 
opportunities. 

Government has set the example of restraint, and will 
continue to set that example. When we combine labor 
restraint and business restraint, we can build a foundation 
for an on-going prosperity. 

In curbing inflation, we must continue to move de- 
liberately, with a careful eye on the unemployment picture. 
The percentage of our work force unemployed is more 
than a statistic—it is a human condition that deserves 
the close attention of every American. 

New laws and new restrictions are not required, if 
we treat with respect the law of supply and demand. 
Government's recent action in the construction industry, 
to increase the supply of skilled labor and materials so as 
to curb the excessive expansion of demand, is a case in 
point. 

Because we add no artificial controls does not mean 
that there are no controls in operation. The free market 
has its own controls on those who flout responsibility: 
loss of profits to the businessman, loss of jobs to the work- 
ingman. These are losses that responsible action can avert. 

A sense of responsibility must be part of every prudent 
judgment concerning prices and wages, now that gov- 
ernment has repudiated the previous inflationary policies. 
Price and wage decisions that anticipate inflation’s con- 
tinuing at or near present levels would be shortsighted, 
imprudent, and unprofitable. 

For your own planning, the policy of this Administra- 
tion in the fight against inflation will be: 

First, to continue stern restraints on Federal spending. 

Second, to insist on a tax system that has the capacity 
to generate enough revenues to cover spending outlays. I 
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shall not tolerate, for example, a tax bill that would 
result in an irresponsible budget. 

Third, to rely strongly on the forces of reason and mod- 
eration within the private economy, so that governmental 
intervention will rarely be necessary. 

The ultimate consequences of runaway inflation—the 
bust that follows, with the suffering that accompanies 
huge unemployment—must never again be inflicted upon 
the American people. Instead, we will take every measure 
necessary to build a sound prosperity, temporarily un- 
popular as some restraints may be. 

I would be interested in your own views as to how the 
private sector and government can work together in 
holding down the cost of living. In this cause—hard to 
explain, hard to achieve, but fundamental to the economy 
of our Nation and the progress of our people—I trust 
that I can count on your support. 

Sincerely, 
RicHarp Nrxon 


NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to approxi- 
mately 2200 business and labor leaders throughout the nation. 


Digest of Other White House 
Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


October 12 
President and Mrs. Nixon entertained members of the 


Board of Directors of the Associated Press at a dinner in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


October 13 

Tunku Abdul Rahman, Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
met with the President at the White House. 
October 14 

His Royal Highness Prince Fahd Ibn Abd Al-Aziz 


of Saudi Arabia called on the President at the White 
House. 


President and Mrs. Nixon attended a dinner given in 
behalf of Eisenhower College, Seneca Falls, N.Y., at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. 


October 15 


The President today announced the reappointment of 
John E. Dolibois as a member of the Board of Foreign 
Scholarships for a term expiring September 22, 1972. 
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The President transmitted to the Congress the Appa- 
lachian Regional Commission’s report, ““Acid Mine Drain- 
age in Appalachia.” 


October 16 


The Executive Committee of the Business Council 
met with the President at the White House. 
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Ambassadors Magnus Vignir Magnusson of Iceland, 
Dr. Ivan Rohal-Ilkiv of Czechoslovakia, and Aslan 
Afshar of Iran presented their credentials to the President 
in the Blue Room at the White House. 

The President telephoned Mrs. Joan Payson, owner of 
the New York Mets baseball team, to congratulate her 
on the Mets’ victory in the World Series. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE* 


Submitted October 13, 1969 


LEwIs HoFFACKER, of the District of Colum- 
bia, a Foreign Service Officer of Class one, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Federal Republic of Cameroon. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 


period covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released October 14, 1969 


Press conference of Senator Hugh Scott and 
Representative Gerald R. Ford following 
Republican leadership meeting. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released October 16, 1969 


Press conference of Dr. Paul W. McCracken, 
“Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers, 
and Dr. Arthur F. Burns, Counsellor to the 
President, on inflation and the national 
economy. 


Released October 17, 1969 


The President’s Address to the Nation on the 
rising cost of living (advance text). 





ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 10, 1969 


TERR Waist cinewnccsomense Public Law 91-85 
An Act to authorize appropriations for cer- 
tain maritime programs of the Department 
of Commerce. 

i Pic tcecwncaece Public Law 91-83 
An Act to permit certain real property in 
the State of Maryland to be used for high- 
way purposes. 

[E FePndeiiceekecsecccewes Public Law 91-82 
An Act to designate the Desolation Wilder- 
ness, Eldorado National Forest, in the 
State of California. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 10, 1969—Continued 


ee Public Law 91-94 
An Act to amend the joint resolution es. 
tablishing the American Revolution Bicen- 
tennial Commission. 


Approved October 14, 1969 


eine Private Law 91-50 
An Act for the relief of Doctor Konstan- 
tinos Nicholaos Babaliaros. 

GG cotdeka cian desca Public Law 91-86 
An Act to amend section 302(c) of the 
Labor-Management Relations Act of 1947 
to permit employer contributions to trust 
funds to provide employees, their families, 
and dependents with scholarships for 
study at educational institutions or the 
establishment of child-care centers for 
preschool and school-age dependents of 
employees. 


Approved October 15, 1969 


a: TR. Do icncncacncccus Public Law 91-87 
Joint Resolution to authorize the Presi- 
dent to designate the period beginning 
November 16, 1969, and ending Novem- 
ber 22, 1969, as “National Family Health 
Week”. 
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[See separate Semiannual Index for the first two quarters and issue dated 
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